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Highlights

ά¢ƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦǊƻǎǘȅ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦέ Emile van der Ryst, Key Account Manager ς Trade & DIY ς GfK. 
wŜŀŘ 9ƳƛƭŜΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 12.
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This Builders Merchant Building Index (BMBI) report contains data from DŦYΩǎ ground-breaking Builders Merchants Panel, which analyses data from over 88% 
of generalist ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΩ sales throughout Great Britain. DŦYΩǎ Builders Merchant Point of Sale Tracking Data sets a gold standard in reliable market 
trends. Unlike data from sources based on relatively small samples or estimates, or sales from suppliers to the supply chain, this up-to-date data is based on 
actual sales from merchants to builders and other trades. LǘΩǎ therefore a very good proxy for housing RMI. 

The monthly series tracks what is happening in the market month by month and includes an in-depth review every quarter. BMBI Index data is calculated on 
the 12 months base period January 2019 to December 2019. This trend series gives the industry access to far more accurate and comprehensive insights than 
that available to other construction sectors. 

Executive Summary
Short of time and just want to read the headlines? Download an Executive Summary that provides a snapshot on value sales and trends from .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ 
Merchants for Quarter 3 and September 2024 here. 

BMBI Expert Panel
MRA Research produces the Builders Merchant Building Index, a brand of the BMF, to communicate to the wider market as the voice of the industry as well as 
the voice of individual Expert Brands. Meet the Experts and read their comments on pages 15 to 28 of this report or read their previous comments here.

Recognition for BMBI
One of the aims of BMBI is to reach across and beyond construction. LǘΩǎ now syndicated to a growing number of trade magazines
 in different sectors on a regular basis. Outside the industry, economists, banks, consultancies, investment bodies and the big 
accountants regularly refer to it and BMBI is referenced alongside the Office for National Statistics (ONS) data in the Government 
Department for Business and Trade monthly construction update. Download the latest update here.

More data available
This BMBI report provides valuable top-level indices but ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ considerably more data available. GfK insights go much deeper and include sales value data. 
GfK can quantify market values and drill down into contributing categories, tracing product group performance, to focus on aspects that are critical to you. 

GfK can also produce robust like-for-like market comparability tailored to the requirements of an individual business. As more merchants join to submit their 
monthly sales-out data the quality of this information can only become more extensive and rigorous. Merchants or suppliers who are interested in acquiring 
data or getting involved should contact Emile van der Ryst at emile.vanderryst@nielseniq.com.

Introduction:
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Builders Merchant Building Index
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mailto:info@bmbi.co.uk?subject=BMBI%20Q4%20Report
https://twitter.com/thebmbi?lang=en-gb
http://www.bmbi.co.uk/
https://www.bmbi.co.uk/the-experts/
https://bmbi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/202411-Monthly-Construction-Update.pdf
https://bmbi.co.uk/news-blogs/may-construction-update-from-the-department-for-business-trade/
mailto:emile.vanderryst@nielseniq.com


Contents   www.bmbi.co.uk    info@bmbi.co.uk    @theBMBI  

πнфΦм҈

πсΦм҈ πпΦу҈ πоΦр҈
πнΦс҈

πмΦл҈ πлΦс҈ πлΦо҈
мΦс҈

нΦф҈ оΦт҈

уΦм҈

мсΦр҈

πолΦн҈

πтΦс҈
πсΦо҈

πрΦл҈ πпΦм҈
πнΦр҈ πнΦн҈ πмΦф҈

лΦл҈
мΦо҈ нΦм҈

сΦп҈

мпΦт҈

πпл҈

πол҈

πнл҈

πмл҈

л҈

мл҈

нл҈
{ŀƭŜǎ [ƛƪŜπŦƻǊπƭƛƪŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ

vǳŀǊǘŜǊ о нлнп Ǿ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ о нлно

ϭ.a.L нлнп

Latest quarter v last year
Q3 2024 sales and like-for-like sales
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Total sales in 
Quarter 3 were down 

-2.6% on the same 
quarter last year.

Volume sales were 
-2.8% down with 
price virtually the 

same +0.2%.

65 trading days this year v 64 trading days last year. 
Like-for-like sales take trading day differences into account. 

©BMBI 2024

Source: DŦYΩǎ
               Builders Merchants
               Total Category Report     
January 2019 to September 2024

Categories 
outperforming

Categories 
underperforming
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Latest quarter v previous quarter 
Q3 2024 sales and like-for-like sales
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Workwear & 
Safetywear (+6.6%) 
grew most followed 

by Ironmongery 
(+3.8%) and 

Services (+3.6%).

Seasonal category 
Landscaping (-9.3%) 

was the 
weakest category.

65 trading days this quarter v 62 trading days last quarter. 
Like-for-like sales take trading day differences into account. 
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Source: DŦYΩǎ
               Builders Merchants
               Total Category Report     
January 2019 to September 2024

Categories 
outperforming

Categories 
underperforming
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Latest 12 months v last year
Sales and like-for-like sales
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Five of the twelve 
categories sold more, 
led by Workwear & 

Safetywear (+13.0%), 
Decorating

 and Miscellaneous 
(+4.0%).

Heavy Building 
Materials ( -7.1%), 
Timber & Joinery 
Products (-8.2%), 
and Renewables & 

Water Saving 
(-22.7%), were 

weakest.

250 trading days this year v 247 trading days last year. 
Like-for-like sales take trading day differences into account. 
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Source: DŦYΩǎ
               Builders Merchants
               Total Category Report     
January 2019 to September 2024

Categories 
outperforming
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underperforming
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Year-to-date v last year
Sales and like-for-like sales
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Five of the twelve 
categories sold more 
led by Workwear & 

Safetywear (+14.5%).

Renewables & Water 
Saving (-28.0%) 

was weakest.

190 trading days this year v 188 trading days last year. 
Like-for-like sales take trading day differences into account. 
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Categories 
outperforming

Categories 
underperforming

Source: DŦYΩǎ
               Builders Merchants
               Total Category Report     
January 2019 to September 2024
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Quarterly: Index and Categories
Quarter 3 2022* to Quarter 3 2024
Indexed on January 2019 ς December 2019 

8

*Click the web link below to see the complete series of quarterly indices from Q3, 2022.

SourceΥ DŦYΩǎ
               Builders Merchants
               Total Category Report 
January 2019 to September 2024

QUARTERLY SALES VALUE INDEXIndex Q3 2022Q4 2022Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2023Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024

Total Builders Merchants 100 130.2 109.8 115.5 124.8 122.9 103.6 107.4 117.6 119.6

Timber & Joinery Products 100 135.9 111.0 114.5 116.8 117.3 99.6 102.6 108.2 111.7

Heavy Building Materials 100 133.6 113.0 118.5 129.5 126.9 104.8 107.6 118.6 122.5

Decorating 100 113.0 105.6 114.0 117.9 122.0 113.0 117.0 122.1 125.5

Tools 100 107.5 98.6 108.0 105.5 106.8 99.8 108.9 115.1 115.4

Workwear & Safetywear 100 116.0 126.7 127.8 111.2 117.6 137.6 142.7 128.6 137.0

Ironmongery 100 107.6 96.8 107.9 109.7 111.0 100.4 104.2 105.9 109.9

Landscaping 100 147.1 95.5 104.5 155.6 133.5 89.1 102.3 146.6 133.0

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical 100 105.8 116.7 123.0 107.1 110.6 115.6 119.3 106.6 109.9

Renewables & Water Saving 100 123.0 135.6 166.8 163.1 165.9 131.2 122.6 116.7 117.7

Kitchens & Bathrooms 100 120.7 110.8 117.2 115.5 124.1 112.7 115.7 116.6 116.5

Miscellaneous 100 98.8 90.8 101.1 97.2 101.3 99.8 103.4 99.7 102.9

Services 100 117.9 105.2 105.7 112.5 116.9 104.7 105.4 117.0 121.2

http://www.bmbi.co.uk/
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Quarterly: Index
Sales and Like-for-like index
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Indexed on January 2019 to December 2019

The Quarter 3 BMBI 
Index was 119.6.

With three more 
trading days in the 
most recent period 

versus the index base 
period, the like -for -
like index was 114.1.

©BMBI 2023

65 trading days in the most recent period v 62 trading days in the Index base period. 
Like-for-like sales take trading day differences into account. 
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Source: DŦYΩǎ
               Builders Merchants
               Total Category Report     
January 2019 to September 2024
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Latest quarter: Index by category
Q3 2024 index
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Workwear & 
Safetywear (137.0), 
seasonal category 

Landscaping (133.0), 
and Decorating 

(125.5) were 
strongest. 

Miscellaneous 
(102.9) indexed 

the least.

65 trading days in the most recent period v 62 trading days in the Index base period. 
Like-for-like sales take trading day differences into account. 

Categories 
outperforming

Categories 
underperforming
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Source: DŦYΩǎ
               Builders Merchants
               Total Category Report     
January 2019 to September 2024
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